IV

WHILE I was a child, my father, as I
hkve said, made many voyages to
England and fetched back with him con-
victs, and perhaps also indentured servants.
Often in those days some of the unfortunate
people thus sent to the colonies were under
sentence for political offences, but many, of
course, for crimes* One of these, a convict
I was told, was my first schoolmaster. We
called him Hobby, which was, I believe,
a nickname; but he was named Grove, and
was sexton of the Falmouth church, two
miles away. Of what our sexton school-
master had been convicted I never heard,
but of this I am assured, that my father
would not have used as a schoolmaster a
common thief, I used to ride the two miles
to the "field-school/' as they called it, in
front of a slave named Peter, and later was
allowed a pony, to my mother's alarm when
he would tumble me off, as happened now
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